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danced in the streets. And in an image that
traveled all around the world, a sailor took
a nurse in his arms and kissed her, with all
the pent-up youthful enthusiasm of a people
forgetting for an instant the new burdens of
adulthood.

Less than a month in office, President Tru-
man addressed the Nation, and said, ‘‘This
is a solemn, but glorious hour. I only wish
FDR had lived to witness this day.’’ Millions
of Americans shared that conviction, for in
their darkest hour, President Roosevelt re-
fused to let us give up in despair. He rallied
the Americans to defeat depression and tri-
umph in war. And so it was his victory, too.

It was America’s victory, but the job for
us was not yet complete. In the Pacific, war
raged on. During the 3 months between
V-E and V-J Day, many thousands more of
our fighting men and women would lose their
lives. After Japan surrendered, who could
have blamed the American people for want-
ing to turn from the front lines abroad to
the home front? But after winning the most
difficult and crucial victory in our Nation’s
history, our leaders were determined not to
repeat the mistakes of the past.

Instead, they took to new challenges with
a newfound confidence. And this remarkable
generation of Americans, then through
NATO, the United Nations, and the Marshall
Plan, created the institutions and provided
the resources and the vision that brought half
a century of security and prosperity to the
West and brought our former enemies back
to life and to true partnership with us. And
their special resolve and military strength
held totalitarianism in check until the power
of democracy, the failure of communism, and
the heroic determination of people to be free
prevailed in the cold war.

Today we must draw inspiration from the
extraordinary generation we come here to
honor, a generation that won the war and
then made sure we would not lose the peace,
a generation that understood our destiny is
inexorably linked to that of other nations, a
generation that believed that with our great
wealth, great power, and great blessings of
democratic freedom come great responsibil-
ities to stand for and work for the common
good.

So let me say again to the generation that
won the Second World War, on this 50th an-
niversary, on behalf of the American people,
we say, thank you. Thank you, and God bless
you. Because of all you did we live in a mo-
ment of hope, in a Nation at peace. For the
first time since the dawn of the nuclear age,
no Russian missiles are pointed at our chil-
dren. Our economy is sound. And because
free markets and democracy now are on the
march throughout the world, more people
than ever before have the opportunity to
reach their God-given potential. All because
of what you did 50 years ago.

But there is one thing that even you could
not do, that no generation can ever do. You
could not banish the forces of darkness from
the future. We confront them now in dif-
ferent forms all around the world and, pain-
fully, here at home. But you taught us the
most important lesson: that we can prevail
over the forces of darkness, that we must pre-
vail. That is what we owe to you, and the
incomparable legacy you have given us and
what we all owe to the generations of remark-
able Americans yet to come.

Thank you for teaching us that lesson. God
bless you, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:35 a.m. at Fort
Myer.

Remarks on Antiterrorism
Legislation
May 8, 1995

Before I leave on this trip, I want to say
a word about the antiterrorism legislation
that I have sent to the Congress.

I sent that bill to Congress because it will
strengthen our ability to investigate and pros-
ecute and to deter—to deter the kinds of
problems we saw and the kind of horror we
endured at Oklahoma City and of course at
the World Trade Center.

I applaud the fact that the leadership in
Congress has said that they will have that bill
on my desk by Memorial Day. That is only
3 weeks away. And so, before I leave, I want
to urge Congress again to pass this legislation
and to do it without delay.

Nothing can justify turning this bill into
a political football. We have kept politics
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completely out of our fight against terrorism.
We kept it out of our mourning. We kept
it out of our law enforcement efforts. We’re
going to keep it out of the rebuilding efforts
in Oklahoma. And we must keep it out of
this legislative effort.

The Government needs the ability to deal
with the technological challenges presented
by terrorism in the modern age. This legisla-
tion does it, and there is simply no reason
to delay it. Nothing can justify it. And it
needs to pass and pass now.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. at An-
drews Air Force Base prior to his departure for
Moscow, Russia.

Statement on Welfare Reform
Initiatives in Delaware
May 8, 1995

Today, my administration has approved a
bold plan for welfare reform in Delaware that
promotes work, requires parental respon-
sibility, and protects children. Delaware is
the 28th State welfare reform experiment to
be freed from Federal rules and regulations
under this administration. Under Governor
Tom Carper’s leadership, Delaware will im-
pose a time limit on benefits, provide job
training opportunities, increase child support
enforcement, and require teenage mothers
to live at home and stay in school.

In particular, I am pleased that Delaware
joins 14 other States in requiring welfare re-
cipients to sign personal responsibility agree-
ments which is a contract for work, in order
to receive assistance. These contracts were
an important part of the welfare reform legis-
lation I sent Congress last year and are essen-
tial to real reform that moves people from
welfare to work. Personal responsibility is at
the heart of welfare reform, and personal re-
sponsibility contracts must be part of any na-
tional welfare reform plan.

I will continue to work with Congress to
enact welfare reform legislation that includes
real work requirements and the incentives
and resources for States to move people from
welfare to work. Welfare reform must be
tough on work and on parents who walk away

from their responsibilities, not tough on chil-
dren.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Hungary-United States
Extradition Treaty
May 8, 1995

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Treaty Between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and
the Government of the Republic of Hungary
on Extradition, signed at Budapest on De-
cember 1, 1994. Also transmitted for the in-
formation of the Senate is the report of the
Department of State with respect to this
Treaty.

The Treaty is designed to update and
standardize the conditions and procedures
for extradition between the United States
and Hungary. Most significantly, it sub-
stitutes a dual-criminality clause for the cur-
rent list of extraditable offenses, thereby ex-
panding the number of crimes for which ex-
tradition can be granted. The Treaty also pro-
vides a legal basis for temporarily surrender-
ing prisoners to stand trial for crimes against
the laws of the Requesting State.

The Treaty further represents an impor-
tant step in combatting terrorism by exclud-
ing from the scope of the political offense
exception serious offenses typically commit-
ted by terrorists, e.g., crimes against a Head
of State or first family member of either
Party, aircraft hijacking, aircraft sabotage,
crimes against internationally protected per-
sons, including diplomats, hostage-taking,
narcotics-trafficking, and other offenses for
which the United States and Hungary have
an obligation to extradite or submit to pros-
ecution by reason of a multilateral treaty,
convention, or other international agree-
ment. The United States and Hungary also
agree to exclude from the political offense
exception major common crimes, such as
murder, kidnapping, and placing or using ex-
plosive devices.

The provisions in this Treaty follow gen-
erally the form and content or extradition
treaties recently concluded by the United
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